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Jeff Lemire : Black Hammer Volume 1: Secret Origins  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Black Hammer Volume 1: Secret Origins: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Metafiction strikes againBy Charlie GriffinRecently, I seem to have 
found myself in a rather strange comfort zone in my reading: extremely metafictional superhero stories. Between DC 
Rebirth's titular title, to Flex Mentallo, to Doom Patrol, even to the unexpected character twist part of the way into 
Gotham City Sirens, I apparently get my warm fuzzies from modern comics using golden, silver, and bronze-age 
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concepts as plot points in-universe as well as out. Black Hammer is such a story. Unlike most of those mentioned 
before, though, this book uses original characters who are based around very familiar origin stories, each with at least 
one particular new twist. One character is Captain Marvel, BUT... another Martian Manhunter, BUT... and so on. I 
don't want to get into the ways each breaks expectations here, because discovering each one was a big part of the fun 
for me. It even manages to go further past superheroes, too; one character intentionally invokes images of old-school 
horror comics.These older concepts are not just a throwback to yesteryear, though. The whole point is using these in a 
way more wholly modern in execution. The story is an introspective character-drama rather than a traditionally action-
heavy super hero comic. And Jeff Lemire is at the top of his game with all of this. I hate to give away anything he has 
going here, but it is sufficient to say that the struggles in this book feel original, fresh, and nuanced.I did want to point 
out, though, my copy did have a slightly-more-than-small tear in the back cover and very last page inside, which I find 
surprising, as the stock of the cover feels a little sturdier than many other graphic novels in my collection. I'd guess 
that's probably a more one-off thing, so I wouldn't expect it to be a problem for anyone else.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. 9 years after conception, Lemire gave birth to one of the top books of 2016By Frank L. 
Greenagel IIVery strong book that legitimately made lots of "best of lists" in 2016 and 2017. At the back of this 
volume, Mr. Lemire offers up a 3 page letter detailing the history of "Black Hammer." He wrote that he conceived of it 
while working on "Essex County" in 2007 and that it went through several alterations before coming out as this 
finished product. Like music, I am a staunch believer that the best written works are consistently those that had a long 
gestation period. The decade Mr. Lemire has spent thinking about this has really paid off for the readers. Additionally, 
there are several pages about the early conceptions of the major characters that are presented in the 1980s version of 
"The Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe" (it's both nostalgic and the best way to get background information 
on characters).Without giving away plot details, the premise is this: a 5-person team of superheroes fought a world-
level threat and won, but the aftermath had the difficult consequence of sequestering them away in a new place (or 
world or dimension). The new place is a farm outside of an anonymous mid-Western town. There are stand-ins for 
Captain America, the Martian Manhunter, and Captain Marvel, but each have significant differences. The other two 
characters do not seem to have roots in any other major DC/Marvel stars. While it is a superhero comic, it is about 
how they cope in a forced retirement (though very different from Watchmen, as they have been completely removed 
from their world).The art is excellent.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Origin storiesBy Phillip 
SchultzWhat happens when superheroes are forced into retirement? In this case, they move to a small town and live 
out their lives on a farm. Of course, things aren't quite that simple for these former heroes.Lemire's writing is solid. 
I've read quite a few of his books, and they are consistently fantastic. Here, he explores the some classic superhero 
concepts with a twist. Their origins and powers are revealed over the course of the volume, and I found my interest in 
them shifting as each one got an opportunity in the spotlight. Things get pretty strange at times, some of which makes 
sense at the end of this arc. It certainly piqued my interest in the next part of the tale.At first, I had mixed feelings on 
the art. It seemed somewhat simple and tended to be dark. That actually helps set the tone of the book. And when 
things start to get crazy, it's a nice change from the art at the beginning without sacrificing the style at all.

Once they were heroes, but the age of heroes has long since passed. Banished from existence by a multiversal crisis, 
the old champions of Spiral City--Abraham Slam, Golden Gail, Colonel Weird, Madame Dragonfly, and Barbalien--
now lead simple lives in an idyllic, timeless farming village from which there is no escape! But as they employ all of 
their super abilities to free themselves from this strange purgatory, a mysterious stranger works to bring them back 
into action for one last adventure! Collects Black Hammer #1-#6.The first chapter in Jeff Lemire (The Underwater 
Welder, The Complete Essex County, Animal Man) and Dean Ormston's (Lucifer) acclaimed series!
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