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Hiroaki Samura : Blade of the Immortal: Cry of the Worm Vol.2  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Blade of the Immortal: Cry of the Worm Vol.2: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. The Burden of ForeverBy Marc RubyHaving been introduced to Rin 
and Manji in Volume 1 ('Death of a Thousand'), and given a taste of the nature of their confrontation with the Itto-Ryu 
sword school, we now enter the real rhythm of the story telling. At first glance, we are tempted to write this off as yet 
another samurai slasher, with its clear-cut division between good and evil. But Hiroaki Samura has other plans, and 
'Cry of the Worm' is his first step in muddying the waters.In the first episode ('The Fanatic'), Rin sees Magatsu Taito, 
one of the assassins, having her dead father's sword sharpened. When she voices her outrage, she catapults Manji into 
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another fight sequence, this time to recover the weapon. Manji's method of regaining the sword is painful (to say the 
least), and young Rin begins to understand that her desire for vengeance has a price.Manji's immortality depends on a 
type of bloodworm that cares for its host by healing all wounds. Manji has yet to deal with the long-term effects of 
gift, and is not completely prepared when he meets Erika Shizuma, another Itto-Ryu at a way station inn. Shizuma 
tries to involve Manji in a plot to overthrow the leader of the Itto-Ryu. Properly suspicious, Manji refuses, and in the 
following scuffle discovers that Shizuma is also infected with the worms.The conflict between Manji and Shizuma 
become an inquest into the realities of immortal life. He is a mirror that forces Manji to look at own commitments. In 
addition, he provides a somewhat different insight into the Itto-Ryu than we have had so far. If their tactics are grim, 
their motives are not completely selfish. They are a natural reaction to the excessive complexities of the sword school 
system and the excesses of the samurai class, which is more about show and politics than it is about the disciplines of 
fighting.In this second volume of the series, we are not so much asked to resolve the questions as to take note of them. 
As this series builds, the violence of the quest will play in counterpoint to these musings about meaning. Gradually the 
inner dialog will play a more and more vital part.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent, Great 
storyBy Soyuz57Great books and Amazing story, it would be nice in a color version, and not so many books. One or 
two books would be nice.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. gift for anotherBy Kimberley RyanI would 
definitely recommend this series to anyone, I love it and gave it to someone else as a gift and he loves it as well!

The curse of the bloodworm is what keeps Manji alive slit his throat or stab him in the heart and those mystical worms 
will force his body to heal. This immortal curse will not be lifted until Manji has killed one thousand evil men. Manji's 
female companion, Rin, finds the treasured sword of her destroyed Mutenichi-ryu dojo (school of swordsmanship). 
The ronin who has it must have been involved in the destruction of the school and that means that Manji could be one 
step closer to ending his curse. If you like ninja action, Hiroaki Samura's Blade of the Immortal will keep you on edge.


