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Michael Dumontier, Neil Farber : Constructive Abandonment  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Constructive Abandonment: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. BeautifulBy Sonia K.My favorite art book of 2011. Look through it 
on a cloudy, damp day. Place it next to you when your lover is away.

From two of the founding members of the influential collective, the Royal Art LodgeConstructive Abandonment is a 
series of small paintings featuring surreal vignettes with animals and children weighed down by the pressures of life. 
With absurdly comedic interactions, the text varies from straightforward to even more abstract and nonsensical than 
the images that it accompanies. The paintings reference child's play or literature and some are seemingly without 
reference, completely untethered. Michael Dumontier and Neil Farber are founding members of the Royal Art Lodge. 
Since the dissolution of the influential Winnipeg art collective, Dumontier and Farber continue to work and create art 
together. Constructive Abandonment is a partnership not only of two of today's great contemporary artists but also of 
cohesive dissonance. Pages that could be forgettable one-liners become investigations into intellect and our ability to 
draw correlations between contradictory elements in a single image.

About the AuthorMichael Dumontier and Neil Farber are founding members of the Royal Art Lodge. They live in 
Winnipeg. 


