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Franz Kurowski : Elite Panzer Strike Force: Germany's Panzer Lehr Division in World War II  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Elite Panzer Strike Force: 
Germany's Panzer Lehr Division in World War II: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. a solid history of a German panzer unit in WWIIBy IlbobI got this 
for free in the Kindle edition not long ago. It took awhile to finish reading it.It is a more or less chronological account 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811701581


of the Panzer Lehr Division (PLD as the book calls it).It is not a real long book, 2600+ locations, for whatever that 
means.It starts out by talking about how the division was formed from the Panzer Lehr Regiment (PLR) and bits and 
pieces of other units and then its training to become a cohesive unit.This is a translation (from German I would guess) 
so there are a few places where the wording is a little awkward. It uses a lot of abbreviations like PLD, which made 
sense, but it uses a lot of others to the point where there were enough abbreviations that I forgot what some of them 
stood for.PLD was formed in 1943 in France and trained up in time to be used after the Normandy invasion. It was in 
almost continuous combat from that point until Germany collapsed. PLD pretty much ceased to exist along the way as 
it was all but destroyed in the collapse of Germany. At the end, all that was left was a shadow of its former self.It 
follows the units fighting after the Normandy invasion. Mainly an almost continual retreat and brutal beating by Allied 
air power, with occasional periods of relief due to bad weather.The author's admiration and respect for the PLD and its 
men and officers is apparent throughout the book. Sometimes we forget that the grunts on the other side of the trench 
were not a whole lot different than our grunts. Just guys in a big war trying to stay alive and help their comrades stay 
alive as well.An interesting perspective from the other side of the war.The back cover says it is a Stackpole book.1 of 
1 people found the following review helpful. Good readBy JetpackAt 2,678 locations, this is a pretty quick read about 
the battles of the Panzer Lehr division. Fritz Bayerlein is an interesting fellow - his first hand stories really serve to 
show just how bad the Germans had it once the Allied fighter-bombers showed up. 10% vehicle losses before ever 
getting into land combat is remarkable.The story about the German solider who takes a machine-gun bullet in the chest 
takes you right in that foxhole.Picked up the Kindle version when it was free. No issue with the ability to read it for 
my copy.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy SteinerThe best part of the volume are the first 
hand accounts of the soldiers themselves. Although information on the battle for Bastogne is illuminating, especially 
Fritz Bayerlein's fateful choice of road networks, the most enjoyable section was regarding the Normandy campaign. 
Buy this book!

Story of one of the best and most battered armored divisions in the German armed forces Follows the division from 
Normandy and the Battle of the Bulge to the end of the war How Germans fought Americans at St. L and Bastogne 
Includes numerous firsthand accounts based on interviews with veterans Features Kurowski's trademark you-are-there 
style First time in English

This book follows the elite Panzer Lehr Division into the welter of battles from Normandy to the bitter end in the Ruhr 
pocket, focusing on the men who commanded the tanks, fired the rockets, and endured relentless aerial attacks - 
Military History Monthly Using a mixture of vivid narrative and veterans accounts, Franz Kurowski brilliantly 
describes the actions of this true elite. Pegasus ArchiveAbout the AuthorFranz Kurowski served as a reporter in the 
German Army during World War II and has since written over one hundred books. He lives in Germany. 


