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Ed Brubaker : Fatale Volume 3: West of Hell before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised Fatale Volume 3: West of Hell:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This seemsto get alittle muddiedBy C. D. Varnlf this serieshas a
five act structure, Ed Brubaker takes this volume and expands on the mythology of the Fatalein away that is both

interesting and baffling. There are three tales that may or may not be different characters for Josephine, and in three
radically different time periods. The earliest character isan origin story but also seems the least like Josephinein art
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style, but each letter story the character physically resembles Jo more and more. Matildain 1282 has a clear origin A
Lovely Sort of Death and being a young outlaw named Bonnie in 1883 Colorado in Down the Darkest Trail. If the
characters are the same character as Josephine or if they are just perils, the relationship to the Demon cult becomes
both clearer and mystified.In short, different readers have read it differently: some having Josephine be all three
women who are immoral and have power over men, and some reading it is as convergent lives. The ambiguity seems
deliberate particularly as Philips has the character design move closer and closer to Josephine as we know her. We
know Josephine goes by many names, and we know sheis referred by squid faced demons as "the Consort" and Alfred
Ravenbrock later says that Josephine isn't aware of what sheis. Furthermore, there are some men immune to her but
Brubeck never goes into why.Brudeck's mythology here becomes harder to decideif it is merely confused or if it
trying to keep mystery up for the readersinterest. | suspect alittle of both. | miss the Nicholas Lash framing story, but
| also appreciate what Brubeck and Philips were attempting here.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Tricky middle part of along taleBy TreetownThisis the third collected volume of the comic book serial "Fatale" by
Ed Brubaker (script) and Sean Phillips (art) - David Stewart did the colors on this part.The basic story combines a
classic noir tale of the beautiful seductive damsel in distress with a Lovecraftian horror saga which spans centuries.
The first two collections introduced us to Josephine or Jo who is the femme fatale. The protagonist is Nicholas Lash.
Y ears ago, Nicholas's father was a photographer who had worked with a newspaper reporter, Dominic Raines. Raines
after leaving the reporting game in the 1950's became a successful crime/noir novelist. Upon his death Nicholas was
left as the executor. In going through the estate he finds an unpublished manuscript of Raines and meets Jo. The
substance of the manuscript is based on events in the 1950's and are intercut with the contemporary world where
Nicholasis drawn to helping Jo who is being pursued by a murderous cult.Thisthird collection jumps the time line
further back into the past and shows us a much earlier versions of Jo - one in medieval Europe, one in the west just
before the turn of the century and one in the 1930's. Each taleis self contained and at first may be confusing because
they don't seem to directly advance the tale as established in the first two collections but please bear with the creators.
They are laying the background for the concluding collections four and five and the details found here are important
clues of what isreally going on: the nature and limits of Jo's power, the nature of the cultists, and what might be the
endgame.Because it is setting the stage for the later sections it can seem jarring when compared to the earlier rapid
pace tales which were in a sense along chase - but it isworth it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Brubaker and Phillips continue to amaze! By andrew geraldEd Brubaker has never disappointed me throughout the
numerous volumes of work he has written. This volume gives alittle insight into the origin of Josephine (the main
character). This volume explores her history by traveling around in time to around 3 to 4 different time periods, but it's
done in afashion where there won't be any confusion for the reader (attempting this sometimes loses the reader and
causes them to backtrack during the story, taking your focus away from flow). Great story, characters, and illustration.
Sean Phillips shines in this area of pulp novel art. | absolutely recommend this entire series!

From the dark days of the depression, to the middle ages and the old west, these tales of horror and myth and the
mystery of the Femme Fatale reveal secrets even our heroine doesn't know about yet. Bold and experimental, thisis
pulp noir horror at its finest! Collects Fatale #11-14.

From BooklistAs this Eisner-nominated series about an immortalor is she?femme continues, the narrative does even
more time traveling, leaving behind afilm-noir feel and edging closer to pure horror. The four stories here focus on the
antiheroines search for self-knowledge as we follow her and her predecessors through Dust Bowl Texas, medieval
France, the Wild West, and WWII Europe. Tantalizing hints about the forces that spawned her and the unseen,

L ovecraftian world that surrounds her are planted throughout the pages like so much delicious nerd bait. (Parsing
various quotes and influences will prove irresistible to many readers.) Taken individually, these tales are terrifically
told, with the dialogue and drawings working in perfect tandem, as befits Brubaker and Phillips productive

partnership. For al her power over men, though, Jo (or Mathilda, or Bonnie) often finds herself inneed of a Y -
chromosome-assi sted rescue. One wonders about the dramatic possibilities should she, in alonger narrative, take fuller
control over her destiny. Seriesfanswill be eager to find out where and when she goes next. --Keir Graff



